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LESS SE FESTES SESS O K nn 
x 


% 


x - Sub Group Leaders 

“Games - N. Schultz 

* - 353 4522 

“Meeting on 3rd Sat. of the month 
%Hardware - G. Kraemer 

x - 421 0179 

XNo set date. Call for info. 
xSpectrum - R. Hilsmann 


x 197ee OFFICERS x 
x & WORKING x 
x MEMBERS x 
x x 
x All Arsa Codes Are 414 x 
“President - N. Schultz x 
x - 353 4522 x 
xV. Pres. - W. Heberlein x 
x - 527 2191 x 
“Secretary ~ L. Dreger x 
x - 321 0694 x 
xXTreasurer - J. Frohboese x 
x - 377 1385 x 
KEducation - R. Cultice x 
x - 542 3591 x 
x x 
x - Librarians x 
*Tape/Disk - E. Pawloski x 
x - 1 338 0260 x 
*Book - D. Nickels x 
x - 1 284 9691 x 
x x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

x 
x - 251 5291 x 
xMeeting on 3rd Wed. of the monthx 
XRF/M = R. Cultice x 
x - 542 3591 x 
XMeetina on 4th Wed. of the months 
XAL - R. Hilsmann x 
x - 251 3291 i x 


‘Meeting date see Spectrum group x 
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FOR ANY HARDWARE MODIFICATIONS TO YOUR EQUIPMENT. ) 


FROM THE PRES. 


zz=> N = 
To the Cleveland User Group I am j DEE oe 


sorry I missed vour Fest but I had SMUG is changing there meetin 
business I had to take care of. Place and date. We will be eating 
To all readers: This newsletter has See ee de 
ee the fest and plans for first time we will use the new room 
inciair Users future. It would will be in October. The address is 
helo vou to read and follow throuah 14545 W. Capital Dr. 
so our favorite family of 
een Sinclair, doesn’t die I want to thank Ester for securing 
. the room for us. This will be a big 
savings for the club. Instead of 
I am sorry to see A+ Computer $40 a month for the halil we pay 
Resources leave. They will leave a nothina. We must be sure the room 
larae oap. but I think the family is cleaned up after the meeting and 
of vendors they leave behind will it is a little out of the way for 
fill the gap nicely. My hat is off some of you but it will keep the 
to all of them for stepping in and Club financially strona. 


keepina the QL alive. 


The nen 
2nd Computer Store 
BYTES l For Not-So-New 
computers 


8 SAVE THE HASSLE. have 2nd BYTES sell your 
“ unused “ computer, peripherals and software 
- We are in the Business to sell your computer. 


8 buy your computer, peripheral and 
software at 2nd BYTES. 


8 SAVE TIME, have our professional consultants 
' assit you in finding the computer and the 
programs for your needs. 


= We are in the business to help you select an 
inexpensive system. 


3 WARRANTY, on almost all equipment we sell. 
=- We service what we sell 


774—1155 


9721 W. Greenfield Ave. West Allis, WI 53214 
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"sor NOTES 
BY R.A.HILSMANN 


I do not know how many of you 
ever seen the manual that comes 
with the SPECTRUM COMPUTER? It may 
surprise you, how much more this 
manual goes into details. Especial- 
ly about certain Functions which 
are covered in the TIMEX MANUAL 
only in appendices. Lets talk about 
some of the ones not fully covered 
in the TIMEX MANUAL this month. 


DEF FN (defined function) for 
instance, this is what you get out 
of the TIMEX manual: 

User defined function definition; 
must be in a program. Each of a and 
a/i to a/k is either a single 
letter or a single letter followed 
by "s" for string argument or 
result. 

Takes the form DEF FN a()=e if no 
arguments. 


This must be a nightmare to a 
novice to computer's, even to the 
average computer user something not 
easely understood. Well, lets look 
at what the SPECTRUM MANUAL says 
about Functions in chapter 9 of the 
SPECTRUM MANUAL (edited for this 
column by yours truly). 


FUNCTIONS 


Consider the sausage machine. 
You put a lump of meat in at one 
end, turn the handle, and out comes 
sausage at the other end. A lump of 
pork gives pork sausage, a lump of 
beef gives beef sausage. 

Functions are practically indi- 
stinguishable from sausage machines 
but there is a difference: they 
work on numbers and strings instead 
of meat. You supply one value (cal- 
led the argument), mince it up by 
doing some calculations on it, and 
eventually get another value, the 
result. 

Different arguments give dif- 
ferent results, and if the argument 
is completely inappropriate the 
function will stop and give an 
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error report. 

Just as you can have different 
machines make different products — 
one for sausages, another for dish 
cloths, and a third for fish sticks 
and so on, different functions will 
do different calculations. Each 
will have its own value to distin- 
guish it from others. 

You use a function in expres- 
sions by typing its name followed 
by the argument, and when the 
expression is evaluated the result 
of the function will be worked out. 

As an example there is a 
function called LEN, which works 
out the length of a string. Its 
argument is the string whose length 
you want to find, and its result is 
the length, so that if you type 


PRINT LEN "SINCLAIR" 


the computer will write the answer 
8, the number of the letters in 
"Sinclair". 

If you mix functions and opera- 
tions in a single expression, then 
the functions will be worked out 
before the operations. Again, how- 
ever, you can circumvent this rule 
by using brackets. For instance, 
here are two expressions which dif- 
fer only in the brackets, and yet 
the calculations are performed in 
an entirely different order in each 
case (although, as it happens, the 
results are the same). 


LEN "Bill"+ LEN "Miller" 
4+LEN "Miller" 

4+6 = 10 

LEN ("Bill"+"Miller") 
LEN ("BillMiller") 

LEN "BillMiller" 

=10 


Here are some more functions. 
STR$ converts numbers into strings: 
its argument ig .# number, and its 
result is the string that would 
appear on the screen if the number 
were displayed by -a PRINT state- 
ment. Note how its name ends in a 
$ sign to show that its result is 
a string. 
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SENS DS 


For example, you could say 
LET a$=STR$ 1e2 


which would have exactly the same 
effect as typing 


LET a$="190" 
or you could say 
PRINT LEN STR$ 100.0000 


and get the answer 3, because STR$ 
108. @@O09="100". 


VAL is like STRS in reverse: it 
converts strings into numbers. For 
instance, 


60 TO VAL "380"= GO TO 300 


In this case the result would be a 
Slowdown in your program execution, 
since first the argument is evalu- 
ated as a string, then the string 
quotes stripped off this, and what- 
ever is left is evaluated as a 
number. In a sense, VAL is the 
reverse of STR$, because if you 
take a number, apply STR$ to it, 
and then apply VAL to it, you get 
back the number you first thought 
of. 

However, if you take a string, 
apply VAL to it, and then apply 
STR$ to it, you do not always get 
back to your original string. 

VAL is an extremely powerful 
function, because the string which 
is its argument is not restricted 
to looking like a plain number, it 
can be a numeric expression. Thus, 
for instance, 


VAL "2*3"=6 or even, 
VAL ("2"+" #3" )=æ6 


There are two processes at work 
here. In the first, the argument of 
VAL is evaluated as a string: the 
string expression "2"+" a3" is 
evaluated to give the string "2*3". 
Then, the string has its double 
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Quotes stripped off, and what is 
left is evaluated as a number: so 
2*3 is evaluated to give the number 
6. This can be pretty confusing if 
you don’t keep your wits about you; 
for instance, 


PRINT VAL "VAL ” "DAL nom won UET ETETETET 


(Remember that inside a string a 
string quote must be written twice. 
If you go down into further depths 
of strings, then you find that 
quotes need to be quadrupled, or 
even octupled. ) 


There is another function, 
rather simular to VAL, although 
probably less useful, called VALS. 
Its argument is still a string, but 
its result is also a string. To see 
how this works, recall how VAL goes 
in two steps: first its argument is 
evaluated as a string, then the 
string quotes stripped off this, 
and whatever is left is evaluated 
as a number. With VALS, the first 
step is the same, but after the 
string quotes have been stripped 
off in the second step, whatever is 


left is evaluated as another 
string. Thus 
VALS """Fruit punch""" = "Fruit 


punch" 


(Notice how the string quotes pro- 
liferate again.) Do 


LET a$="99" and print out all of 
the following: VAL a$, VAL "a$", 
VAL "tags" Vals a$, VALS "ag" 
and VALS vnn as oe oe te A 


Some of these will work, and 
some of them wont; try to explain 
all the answers. (Keep a cool 
head. ) 

SGN is the gign function (some- 
times called Signum). It is the 
first function that has nothing to 
do with strings, because both its 
argument and its result are num- 
bers. The result is +1 if the 
argument is positive. @ if the 
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argument is zero, and -1 if the 
argument is negative. 


ABS is another function whose 
argument and result are both num- 
bers. It converts the argument into 
a positive number (which is the 
result) by forgetting the sign, so 
that for instance 


ABS -3.2 = ABS 3.2 = 3.2 


INT stands for “integer part". 
An integer is a whole number, pos- 
sibly negative. This function con- 
verts a fractional number into an 
integer by throwing away the frac- 
tional part, so for instance, 


INT 3.9 = 3 


Be carefull when you are apply- 
ing it to negative numbers, because 
it always rounds down: thus, for 
instance, 


INT -3.9 = -4 


SOR calculates the square root 
of a number - the result that, when 
multiplied by itself, gives the 
argument. For instance, 


SOR 4 = 2 because 2#2=4 
SOR 8.25 = 98.5 because .5*.5=98.25 
SOR 2 = 1.4142136 (approximately) 


because 
1.4142136#1.4142136 = 2.89000001 


If you multiply any number (even 
a negative one) by itself, the ans- 
wer is always positive. This means 
that negative numbers do not have 
square roots, so if you apply ‘SOR 
to a negative argument you get an 
error report. 


You can also define functions of 
your own. Possible names for these 
are FN followed by a letter (if the 
result is a number) or FN followed 
by a letter followed by $ (if the 
result is a string). These are much 
stricter about brackets: the argu- 
ment must be enclosed in brackets. 


SMUG Bytes 


You define a function by putting 
a DEF statement somewhere in the 
program. For instance, here is the 
definition of a function FN s whose 
result is the square of the argu- 
ments. oy 


DEF FN s(x)=x#x the square of x) 


After DEF FN, the s completes the 
name FN s of the function. 

The x in brackets is a name by 
which you wish to refer to the arg- 
ument of the function. You can use 
any single letter you like for this 
(or if the argument is a string, a 
single ietter foliuwed by $). 

After the = sign comes the actu- 
al definition of the function. This 
can be any exression, and it can 
also refer to the argument using 
the name you've given it (in this 
case, x) as though it were an or- 
dinary variable. 

When you have entered this line, 
you can invoke the function just 
like one of the computer's own 
functions, by typing its mame, FN 
s, follwed by the argument. Remem- 
ber that when you have defined a 
function yourself, the argument 
must be enclosed in brackets. Try 
this a few times: 


PRINT FN s(2) 
PRINT FN 5 (3+4) 
PRINT 1+INT FN s(LEN "chicken"/2+3) 


Ones you have put the correspon- 
ding DEF statement in the program, 
you can use your own functions in 
expressions just as freely as you 
can use the computer 's. 


Note: in some dialects of BASIC 
you must even enclose the argument 
of one of the computer's functions 
in brackets. This is not the case 
in SINCLAIR BASIC: s 

INT always Fa Gown. To round 
to the nearest Aänteger, add .5 
first, you could write your own 
function to do this. 


DEF FN r(x)=INT (x+.5) 
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this would result in x rounded to 
the nearest integer. You will then 
get, for instance, 


FN r(2.9)=3 
FN r(-2.9)=-3 


FN r(2.4)=2 


Compare these with answers you get 
when you use INT instead of FN r. 
Type in and run the following: 


1Ø LET x=@: LET y=@: LET a=10 
20 DEF FN p(x,y)=atxty 

38 DEF FN q()=atx#ty 

40 PRINT FN p(2,3),FN q() 


There are a lot of subtle points 
to this program. First a function 
is not restricted to one argument: 
it can have more, or even none at 
all, but you must still always keep 
the brackets. 

Second, it doesn’t matter where- 
abouts in the program you put the 
DEF statement. After the computer 
has executed line 18, it simply 
skips over lines 28 and 30 to get 
to line 48. They do, however, have 
to be somewhere in the program. 
They can not be in a direct com- 
mand. 

Third, x and y are both the 

names of variables in the program 
as a whole, and the names of argu- 
ments for the function FN p. 
FN p temporarily forgets about the 
variables called x and y, but since 
it has no argument called a, it 
still remembers the variable a. 
Thus when FN p(2,3) is being eval- 
uated, a has the value 10 because 
it is the variable, x has the value 
2 because it is the second argu- 
ment. The result is then, 10+2*3=16 
When FN aO is being evaluated, on 
the other hand, there are no argu- 
ments, so a,x and y all still refer 
to the variables and have values 
10,0 and @ respectively. The answer 
in this case is 10+0*8=12. Now 
change line 20 to 


20 DEF FN p(x,y)=FN q() 
This time, FN p(2,3) will have 
the value 18 because FN gq will 


SEPT 1988 


still go back to the variables x 
and y rather than using the argu- 
ments of FN p. 


Some BASICs (not the SINCLAIR 
BASIC) have functions called LEFTS, 
RIGHTS, MIDS and TLS. 

LEFT (a$,n) gives the substring 
of a$ consisting of the first n 
characters. 

RIGHTS (a$,n) gives the sub- 
string of a$ consisting of the 
characters from n on. 

MIDS (a$,ni,n2) gives the sub- 
string of a$ consisting of n2 char- 
acters starting at ni. 

TLS (aš) gives the substring of 
a$ consisting of all its characters 
except the first. You can write 
some user defined functions to do 
the same: e.g. 


10 DEF FN t$(a%)=a$(2 TO)=TLS 
20 DEF FN I$(a$,n)=a$(TD n)=LEFTS 


Check that these work with 
strings of length @ or 1. 


Note that our FN I$ has two 
arguments, one a number and the 
other a string. A function can have 
up to 26 numeric arguments and at 
the same time up to 26 string 
arguments. 


Use the function FN s(x)=x*x to 
test SOR: you should find that 


FN s(SOR x)=x if you substitute any 
positive number for x, and 


SOR FN s(x)=ABS x, whether x is 
positive or negative. 


Now doesn’t this beat the few 
lines in the TIMEX MANUAL for an 
explanation of what it is all 
about? 


Till next month your #3 (RUDY). 
=; = : 


z. 
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BE DE TE DE DE DE DE DE DE DE DE BE DE EEE 
IMPEX SOFTWARE 
P.O. BOX 45 
MENOMONEE FALLS,WI. 53851 


OLIGER DISK SYSTEM UTILITY’S 


RECOVER version 1.3 

A disk utility which allows you te recover intact data on a 
corruoted disk foreates with SPOS, This procrae allows vou 
te restore a cirectcry to the disk, 

$53. OO INCLUDES INE TRUCTIONS 


LIBFAFY version 1.5 

A disk utility which allows vou te catalog ali SEOS forested 
disks inte © master Librarv, This Library can be 
aiphateticaily sorted for a orintcut to either a ful! size 
or the 284 printer, listira will give the fame of tne 
oreoram. date type and the name cf the disk on which data 
can be found. Menu driven. Will search for. or list and load 
any date by tıtie. Move data function will let vou Move data 
from one disk te another from listinos. 

$7. @@ INCLUDES INSTRUCTIONS 


SG_NOTES PROGRAM'S 

All programs previcusiv published in SMUG BYTES - SB NOTES 
{latest versione), LIBRARY, RECOVER, FILER MENU, VEILE+8229, 
VFILE+BQ75, VCALC and BIQRHYTHHS, 

$1@.@O INSTEUCTIONS CAN BE FOUND IN SMUG BYTES, OR ADD 
$5.08 TO RECEIVE INSTRUCTIONS FOR ALL PROGRAM'S, 

ABOVE PROBRA*’S HAVE BEEN SELEASED TO PUBLIC DOMAIN, 


OTHER PROGRAMS AVAILABLE 


CHECKBOOK & BUDGET MANAGER 

This progras has been in use since 1982 and is copyriohted. 
It will keer track of vour bank account and your household 
er other budoet like no other, Menu driven. it will keeg you 
informed about the budget status the second vou enter a 
check for an account, lists to the screen or printer. has 
search functions and will reconciliate your account for you. 
It catagerizes your income and expenses and allocates 
transactions te un tc 28 different acccunts. up to 50e 
entries, instant account balance update, entries will stay 
visible for four entries following. and many gore features, 
written in superfast basic. easely modified to your liking. 
This proara® is available for the 2868, Spectrum or the 7X81 
or 1BBB in a slightly ditferent #oraat. This Progras May 
easily be compiled. Available for deckbank, 

$15.00 TAPE $ 208.80 EPROM INCLUDES MANUAL, 
Please inform when ordering, which computer or disk system 
it is for, also which version (Dock or Regular etc.) you 
wish. CHECK OR MONEYORDERS ONLY, 

SEND FOR CATALOG OF OTHER UTILITY PROGRAMS AVAILABLE, 

SEND ALL ORDERS OR INGUIRIES TO THE ADDRESS GIVEN AT THE 
HEAD OF THIS PAGE, 
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ERLITT ST PTR TTTTTRRTTTRE k 
SPECIALS! SPECIALS! SP i 
ELCH seuekneiexs 


WE wld Arc GA hi 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE AMOUNC THE FIRST TO F 
WILL HAVE TO OFFER EACH MONT” OUT WHAT WE 


HERE’S HOW! 
"LEGAL SIZED S,A.S.E.5 AWD YOU WILL BE 
u 12 I . e s 
ae AMOUNG THE FIRST! 
YOU WILL RECEIVE AT LEAST 2 2 (USUALLY pone 1 SHEETS OF F SPECIALS, 
WERSTOCKS, ONE-DF-A- 
PRODUCTS AND ANY SUPER BUTS THAT We Lae TO op NEN 
THE BEST PART! 1 


IF YOU SEND THE ENVELOPES, WE WILL SEND You, 
FIRST MONTHLY MAILING YOU RECEIVE, A COUPON OOD RE 
“OFF YOUR NEXT ORDER FROM OUR REGULAR CATALDET 


I DON'T SEE HOW WE CAN DE HORE FAIR THAN ! 
THAT! 


DOT ISS AY OF OR oT ! 
GET ON THE LIST TODAY! ssi 
SEND YOUR ENVELOPES TO THE ADDRESS BELOW! 


SARESTE ESIE VESSO COTES NNAS AST eee, ESSERE eee EN 


u a I Po, 
T 

LET US KNOW! MAYBE WE CAN YOU OEY ON Ms 

N A Arrt A 


DO YOU HAVE PROGAMS ON CASSETTE THAT 
ver au a Fate EE oe nen 
CASSETTE TO DISK AUTOMATICA Y E oe 


Well we are here to announce just such a utility! 
GET READY! HERE COMES-— O" un 


SLK EXPRESS 
Another GREAT utility from the author of such titles as: 
1000 AND TRACER 


This tine we bri you EXPRESS, as in FAST! 
le parama that this utiitty will save a 
transfering whiten to Yin kkel kim 


So si le to use! All you do is boot up ogram and 
pr Y on your tape recorder and 
En Sl te RN Senn 


We couldn't m t make it any easier! ND THAT'S m MT ALL! 


This pr MEMORY ! 
Once the transf s be i i 
for you to reboot then, change the SAVE atd tones is 
and re-SAVE then in an auto-run node. ö 


ran jneludes a ver 
Ths progran ft is just the ie firee he hader as Sone 


that utilize the bank-avitching f facilities of the 2068. 
A GREAT ADDITION TO YOUR FD-68 UTILITY LIBRARY! 


THE PRICE? 

OLY $14. 9512 SH, 
EXCLUSIVELY FROM: 
RMG ENTERPRISES 
1419 1/2 7TH STREET 

On, OR R MS 


aeara AAAA 


SEPT 1988 


Bill 


OK this time lets cover the right 
justify, centerina print. and flush 
rioht. These instructions will aive 


you the ability to print neat 
columns, if vou don’t mind a few 
extra spaces between your words. 
The centering is a nice way to 


print column headinas. And the 
flush right is an easy way to have 
dates. names or what ever you like 
to print on the riaht marain. The 
wav to do it is as follows: 
>ıiuzy - Use this to make neat 
riaht hand marains. 
Please note it must start 
in column 1 to work. 


>ivuen - Turns off the riaht 
justify. 


>ce=y - Turns on the centering 
feature. This will center 
the line within a column. 


2ce=n - Turns off the centering. 


on Mscript 


The last one is the flush right. 
>fr=ey - Flush right sets the 
printing so the left 
margin is ragged but the 
right marain is stright. 


>fren — Turn off the flush right. 


As you see the entries do not have 
to be capitals. Remember they must 
start in column 1. The other thina 
to remember is that this line is 
not printed nor does it count in 
the number of lines for overflow to 
a new page. One other thina to 
remeber is that EXPANDED PRINT may 
affect the positionina on the pace. 
So if you are using expanded print 
you should not inelude spaces 
before startina or after ending the 
expanded line. 


Well that’s all for now. If you 
have any questions I will be alad 
to answer them in this column and 
or by letter. I hope these columns 
help. Bill. 


GK ENTERPRISES 


Your Computer Supply Source 


No need to wait for a sale. 


Our prices are low everyday 


Wide selection of printer ribbons 


AXION C. ITOH | 
PANASONIC STAR 


EPSON 


OKIDATA 


AND MANY MORE. 


FOES HERE RE EE 
SNUG SPECIALe 


“uuuusueuesueee 


2700 sheets 9 1/2 x 11 20# Microperf 623.50 


a 646-0111 


6634 U. National Avenue 
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West Allie WI 53227 


SMUG Bytes 


Review Of The Cleveland 
Computerfest 
By Bill Heberlein SE. 


Dick Cultice and I left Friday a.m. 
for the far reaches of that North 
Coast citv of Cleveland Ohio and 
the Third Annual Midwest 
Comouterfest. only Sinclair spoken 
there. After a fun B hr. drive we 
ariıved, oot our room and prepared 
for the next dav. The weather was 
warm and drv the next dav and we 
arıved at the show iust before 9am 
ano were the first to reaister. I 
was imoressed with the room the 
vendors had for there merchandise 
but a little surprised with the 
small number of vendors. Thouah the 
number was small the amount of 
merchandise for sale was not. The 
old standby for the zx81/1000 and 
TS2068, Zebra Systems was there 
with their line of software and 
hardware. They are selling out the 
Koala Fad so if you want one you'd 
better hurry. Sharps with all the 
QL/Z68 hardware and software was 
demoing the products. A+ was had 
all the QL products left at the 
show and said after the show was 
over they were shipping it back. 
Time Desians had back issues and 
other books for sale and sl i 
shirts. A new. to me repair shop 
for the TS2068 was represented. 
They are called Promise Land 
Electronics. There address is Route 
1. Box 117, Cabool, MO 65689 Phone 
(417) 469-4571. weekends. The other 
non-user aroun there was Quanta, 
not Quantum. This is the 
hardware/software supplier that 
also prints QLevels and Syncware 
News. 

The semminars were excellant. wish 
there were more. They covered many 
topics. The video tapes should be 
available through SNUG. The talk, 
I can’t call it a speech because it 
was too enjovable, by Nigel Searles 
was informative. enjoyable and 
hopeful. By this time, 6:30 opm, 
everyone took a break for supper 
but to return at 8 for the SNUG 
meetina. 


The following is my synopsis of 
that meetina: 

SNUG must have 100 members by 
1/1/89 to be able to continue. Now 
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a User Group is counted as one 
member. This means a lot of 
individual memberships must be 
found or no SNUG. The cost for a 
membership has been succested at 
$15 for user aroup and $12 for an 
individual membership. This would 
aive SNUG a working capital to aet 


qgoina. This would handle the 
quarterly newsletter SNUG would 
distrbute to each member. Remember 


a user aroup is one member. Also 
any costs for maillinas and other 
incidentals. 


SNUG is the Sinclair Northamerica 
User Group. If you do not like the 
name let Mel know and submit one 
you do like. There are open to 
ideas. This also applies to any 
other ideas. The main thing is to 
get your user group to supply SNUG 
with a membership blank and the 
dues. The dues are important as the 
only money SNUG will get is your 
dues. 


SNUG will give the individul a big 
yoint voice rather than a small 
individual voice. They also will 
help to resolve any problems 
between you and a vendor. How often 
this occures I don’t know but it 
may have helped with Quantum 
Comoutina and their outstanding 
orders. 

The followina is a shortend 
application blank for SNUG: 

Enter NAME. ADDRESS. CITY. ST. ZIP 
and PHONE #. Computer equiptment 
owned. Would you be interested in 
@ Guarterly news letter? In working 
on or submittina artcles? A list of 
proarams you think others miaht be 
interested in. Products you would 


like to see for the Sinclair 
computers. Any publications you 
subscribe to. User groups you 
belong to. Is it ok to give your 
name to vendors? Yes or No. 


Software you would like to see. 
Mail this list tos 

SNUG, 

7515 Arbordale Dr., 

Port Richey, FL 34668 


In this newsletter is the letter 


from SNUG explaing the whole idea. 
Hope you join it’s a qreat idea! 
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Sinclair Northamerica Users Group 


When the first news release was sent out in late March, we 
weren’t sure what would happen. As the June 30 deadline approached, we 
received approximately 75 cards and letters with an additional 10 
Dhone calls. We were verv surorised to hear that we were being 
discussed in other parts of the world. A letter was sent from Down 
Under - all tne wav trom Australia. Some of the letters were what we 
were looking for... opinions as to what people were lookina for in an 
organization of this tvoe. Every sinale correspondence was in the 
attirmative - not one had anything to disaaree with, The need and 
desire for an oraanızation such as this is there. 


At a meetina of former Winterfest *88 officials the following 
was decided on: 


1. S.N.U.G. would be a reality. 

2. The purpose of S.N.U.G. is to act as facilitator between 
Users Groups and Sinclair users. We want to act as the 
sinale source to look to for information about Sinclair 
and to direct inauiries to the Proper sources. Some of 
the wavs to accomplish this Purpose is with qoals such as 
the ones listed below. We would have this information on 
file for distribution. 


a) Sinclair Oriented Users Groups 
b) Current and active list of Vendors 
c) Names and addresses of Sinclair Users (with users 
permission) 
d) Accurrate and up to date listina of Sinclair specific 
BES 
e) Fublic Domain Software Library (PDSL) 
f) Newsletter and Document Library (NDL) 
a) Establishina a data base if known hardware and 
software problems with available cures 
3. Mel Nathanson would act as Chairperson. Fro-tem. 
Marv-Lvnn Johnson would act as Vice-Chairperson, Pro-tem. 
Darrel Stec would act as Treasurer, Pro-tem. 
Will Adams would act as Librarian, Pro-tem. 
4. General elections for officers would take place on 
January 1. 1989. 
5. Dues Structure: 
$ 12 Individual Membership 
$ 15 Users Group Membership 
6. Memberships: 
We are taroetino Users Groups and for those not 
associated with a U.G., they may have 
membership-at-larae status. 


Initial membership needed - One Hundred (100) 
memberships between 9/1/88 and 1/1/89 to help to defray 
startup costs. To be successful, a minimum membership of 
Three Hundred (300) needed by 6/1/89. 
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At this point we want to point out we are not in 
competition with currently established Users aroups. The 
idea has been and always will be to support these aroups 
and not detract from them. They are the backbone of the 
community. We are here to help them and in turn help 
themseleves. Without them we would have a very difficult 
road indeed. They are our best friends and we wish to 
return the favor. This does not preclude the individual 
user, isolated without ready access to a Users caroup. 
Though we hope to put him/her with all Users aqroups or 
point him/her to local users nearby. Who knows? Maybe a 
new Users aroup could form. 

7. A Quarterly publication starting in January. 1989 with an 
annual update of users and Users Groups (Sinclair Annual 
1989). Other issues could contain specific info on the 
organization and possibly a index of published Sinclair 

related articies during that quarter. Any other 
submissions will be considered for publication. 
8. Publication in the Quarterly Journal of a Calendar of 
events updated every three months to prevent possible 
overlap and conflicts of area events. 
9. Organization of special interest subaroups (SIGS) such as 
a Becinners aroup. Individual Disc Operated Systems 
aroups., Pro-file and Mscript software aroups for example. 

10. Establishing a follow-up procedure for complaints to 
vendors. 


Lona term qoals include a forum of interested parties to lead to 
standardization of hardware and software: makina contact with and 
utilization of software bases in Enaland and other parts of the globe: 
investigation of release into the public domain of information being 
held by authorized patent holders of Sinclair Technoloayı contact 
former software houses and cottage industries to release their riahts 
and interests in proorams no lonaer on the current market. 


To prevent the idea that S.N.U.G. is "VAPORWARE - here in word 
only". the first order is to get the PDSL up and runnina. We have 
offers from some users aroups and prominent individuals to donate 
their libraries. It is our goal to have every published proaram 
listing made available to members. We anticipate in six months to have 
the larqest base of Sinclair specific software on the continent. 


What does this all mean? This idea will not fly without your 
participation. If you do nothing to prolona the life of your computer 
now. then eventually there will be no support. The organizers want to 
make clear that if there are not 100 paid memberships by 1/1/89 there 
will be no organization. 


Anvthing less is simply not feasable. All monies will be put into an 
escrow account and if the goal is not met, membership dues will be 
returned. If the minumum membership quota is met, then all the above 
ideas can become reality. 
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